God bless you and keep you,
God smile on you and gift you,
God look you full in the face
and make you prosper.

Nuneaton Christian Fellowship

Numbers 6:24-26 [The Message]

All: Now to Him who is able to carry out His purpose
and do superabundantly more than all that we dare ask
or think, infinitely beyond our greatest prayers, hopes,
or dreams, according to His power that is at work within
us, to Him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus
throughout all generations forever and ever. Amen.
(Ephesians 3:20,21 - Amplified Bible)
Refreshments are now being served in the Small Hall.
You’re welcome to stay and enjoy them with us.
We are so glad you joined us today
and look forward to seeing you again.
Our next Traditional Evening Service is on 7th July.

16th June 2019 - 6.00pm

We warmly welcome you
to our Traditional Evening Service

which is being led by
John Stephenson
this evening.

Please let us know
if we can pray for you or help you.
More details about what is happening here can be found in our twice
monthly Newsletter ‘Onward’ and on our website:
nuneatonchristianfellowship.org.uk
NCF Ministers:
John Stephenson, Rev. Paul Wood and Rev. Nik Howarth

Our Traditional Evening Services occur
on the first and third Sunday of each month

and last for around 50 minutes.

Welcome and Notices
Opening Prayers
We have come to give thanks for who You are.
All: We praise You LORD.
We have come to give thanks for what You have
done in our lives.
All: We praise You LORD.
Thank You for our future - it is settled and secure.
All: We praise You LORD.
Hymn
A safe stronghold our God is still,
A trusty shield and weapon;
He'll help us clear from all the ill
That hath us now o'ertaken.
The ancient prince of hell
Hath risen with purpose fell;
Strong mail of craft and power
He weareth in this hour;
On earth is not his fellow.
With force of arms we nothing can,
Full soon were we down-ridden;
But for us fights the proper Man
Whom God himself hath bidden.
Ask ye: Who is this same?
Christ Jesus is His name,
The Lord Sabaoth's Son;
He, and no other one,
Shall conquer in the battle.

Sermon
Hymn
Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father;
There is no shadow of turning with Thee,
Thou changest not, Thy compassions they fail not,
As Thou hast been, Thou forever wilt be.
Great is Thy faithfulness!
Great is Thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies I see
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord unto me!
Summer and winter and springtime and harvest,
Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above;
Join with all nature in manifold witness,
To Thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love.
Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide;
Strength for today, and bright hope for tomorrow
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside.
[Written in 1923]
Closing Prayers
All: Holy and loving God, as the Israelites decided to
serve and obey You in their lives, so that is our decision
today too. We wish to honour and exalt You with our
thoughts, words and actions. Help us to follow You with
courage and in Your strength. Amen.

Our Second Reading
Joshua 24: 16-28 (New International Version)
16

Then the people answered, “Far be it from us to forsake the
Lord to serve other gods! 17 It was the Lord our God himself
who brought us and our parents up out of Egypt, from that land
of slavery, and performed those great signs before our eyes. He
protected us on our entire journey and among all the nations
through which we travelled. 18 And the Lord drove out before
us all the nations, including the Amorites, who lived in the
land. We too will serve the Lord, because he is our God.”
19
Joshua said to the people, “You are not able to serve the
Lord. He is a holy God; he is a jealous God. He will not forgive your rebellion and your sins. 20 If you forsake the Lord
and serve foreign gods, he will turn and bring disaster on you
and make an end of you, after he has been good to you.”
21
But the people said to Joshua, “No! We will serve the Lord.”
22
Then Joshua said, “You are witnesses against yourselves that
you have chosen to serve the Lord.”
“Yes, we are witnesses,” they replied.
23
“Now then,” said Joshua, “throw away the foreign gods that
are among you and yield your hearts to the Lord, the God of
Israel.”
24
And the people said to Joshua, “We will serve the Lord our
God and obey him.”
25
On that day Joshua made a covenant for the people, and there
at Shechem he reaffirmed for them decrees and laws. 26 And
Joshua recorded these things in the Book of the Law of God.
Then he took a large stone and set it up there under the oak near
the holy place of the Lord.
27
“See!” he said to all the people. “This stone will be a witness
against us. It has heard all the words the Lord has said to us. It
will be a witness against you if you are untrue to your God.”
28
Then Joshua dismissed the people, each to their own inheritance.

And were this world all devils o'er,
And watching to devour us,
We lay it not to heart so sore;
They cannot overpower us.
And let the prince of ill
Look grim as e'er he will,
He harms us not a whit;
For why? his doom is writ;
A word shall quickly slay him.
God's word, for all their craft and force,
One moment will not linger,
But, spite of hell, shall have its course;
'Tis written by His finger.
And though they take our life,
Goods, honour, children, wife,
Yet is their profit small;
These things shall vanish all:
The city of God remaineth.
[Written in 1529, translated in 1831]

Prayer
All: Thank You, holy God that You welcome us into Your
presence. We know that it is by Jesus’ sacrifice that we
are allowed this breath-taking privilege. We praise You!
When life is good or when circumstances are difficult,
we choose to focus our eyes on You. Thank You for loving us beyond measure. We rejoice that we have a most
certain hope in You. You never fail us. Amen.

Offertory Hymn
Rejoice, the Lord is King! Your Lord and King adore;
Mortals give thanks and sing, and triumph evermore;
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice;
Rejoice, again I say, rejoice!
Jesus, the Saviour, reigns, the God of truth and love;
When He had purged our stains He took His seat above;
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice;
Rejoice, again I say, rejoice!
His kingdom cannot fail, He rules o’er earth and Heav’n,
The keys of death and hell are to our Jesus giv’n;
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice;
Rejoice, again I say, rejoice!
He sits at God’s right hand till all His foes submit,
And bow to His command, and fall beneath His feet:
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice;
Rejoice, again I say, rejoice!
He all His foes shall quell, shall all our sins destroy,
And every bosom swell with pure seraphic joy;
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice,
Rejoice, again I say, rejoice!
Rejoice in glorious hope! Jesus the Judge shall come,
And take His servants up to their eternal home.
We soon shall hear the archangel’s voice;
The trump of God shall sound, rejoice!
[Written in 1744]

Prayer
Praise the Lord.
I will extol the Lord with all my heart
in the council of the upright and in the assembly.
Great are the works of the Lord;
they are pondered by all who delight in them.
Glorious and majestic are his deeds,
and his righteousness endures for ever.
He has caused his wonders to be remembered;
the Lord is gracious and compassionate.
He provides food for those who fear him;
he remembers his covenant for ever.
He has shown his people the power of his works,
giving them the lands of other nations.
The works of his hands are faithful and just;
all his precepts are trustworthy.
They are established for ever and ever,
enacted in faithfulness and uprightness.
He provided redemption for his people;
he ordained his covenant for ever –
holy and awesome is his name.
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom;
all who follow his precepts have good understanding.
To him belongs eternal praise.
(Psalm 111)

Our First Reading

Hymn

Joshua 24:1- 15(New International Version)

I will sing the wondrous story
Of the Christ who died for me;
How He left the realms of glory
For the cross on Calvary.
I was lost, but Jesus found me,
Found the sheep that went astray,
Threw His loving arms around me,
Drew me back into His way.
I was bruised but Jesus healed me,
Faint was I from many a fall;
Sight was gone, and fears possessed me;
But he freed me from them all:
Days of darkness still come o'er me,
Sorrow's paths I often tread,
But the Saviour still is with me;
By His hand I'm safely led.
He will keep me till the river
Rolls its waters at my feet,
Then He'll bear me safely over,
All my joys in Him complete.
Yes, I'll sing the wondrous story
Of the Christ who died for me.
Sing it with his saints in glory,
Gathered by the crystal sea.
[Written in 1886]

Then Joshua assembled all the tribes of Israel at Shechem. He summoned
the elders, leaders, judges and officials of Israel, and they presented themselves before God.
2
Joshua said to all the people, “This is what the Lord, the God of Israel,
says: ‘Long ago your ancestors, including Terah the father of Abraham and
Nahor, lived beyond the Euphrates River and worshipped other gods. 3 But
I took your father Abraham from the land beyond the Euphrates and led
him throughout Canaan and gave him many descendants. I gave him Isaac,
4
and to Isaac I gave Jacob and Esau. I assigned the hill country of Seir to
Esau, but Jacob and his family went down to Egypt.
5
“‘Then I sent Moses and Aaron, and I afflicted the Egyptians by what I
did there, and I brought you out. 6 When I brought your people out of
Egypt, you came to the sea, and the Egyptians pursued them with chariots
and horsemen as far as the Red Sea. 7 But they cried to the Lord for help,
and he put darkness between you and the Egyptians; he brought the sea
over them and covered them. You saw with your own eyes what I did to the
Egyptians. Then you lived in the wilderness for a long time.
8
“‘I brought you to the land of the Amorites who lived east of the Jordan.
They fought against you, but I gave them into your hands. I destroyed them
from before you, and you took possession of their land. 9 When Balak son
of Zippor, the king of Moab, prepared to fight against Israel, he sent for
Balaam son of Beor to put a curse on you. 10 But I would not listen to Balaam, so he blessed you again and again, and I delivered you out of his
hand.
11
“‘Then you crossed the Jordan and came to Jericho. The citizens of Jericho fought against you, as did also the Amorites, Perizzites, Canaanites,
Hittites, Girgashites, Hivites and Jebusites, but I gave them into your
hands. 12 I sent the hornet ahead of you, which drove them out before you—
also the two Amorite kings. You did not do it with your own sword and
bow. 13 So I gave you a land on which you did not toil and cities you did
not build; and you live in them and eat from vineyards and olive groves that
you did not plant.’
14
“Now fear the Lord and serve him with all faithfulness. Throw away the
gods your ancestors worshipped beyond the Euphrates River and in Egypt,
and serve the Lord. 15 But if serving the Lord seems undesirable to you,
then choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods
your ancestors served beyond the Euphrates, or the gods of the Amorites, in
whose land you are living. But as for me and my household, we will serve
the Lord.”

Hymn
Praise, my soul, the King of Heaven;
To His feet thy tribute bring.
Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven,
Who like thee His praise should sing
Praise Him! Praise Him!
Praise Him! Praise Him!
Praise the everlasting King.
Praise Him for His grace and favour
To our fathers in distress.
Praise Him still the same for ever,
Slow to chide, and swift to bless
Praise Him! Praise Him!
Praise Him! Praise Him!
Glorious in His faithfulness.
Father-like He tends and spares us;
Well our feeble frame He knows.
In His hands He gently bears us,
Rescues us from all our foes.
Praise Him! Praise Him!
Praise Him! Praise Him!
Widely as His mercy flows.
Frail as summer's flower we flourish,
Blows the wind and it is gone;
But while mortals rise and perish
God endures unchanging on,
Praise Him! Praise Him!
Praise Him! Praise Him!
Praise the High Eternal One!
Angels, in the height adore Him
Ye behold Him face to face;
Sun and moon, bow down before Him,
Dwellers all in time and space

Praise Him! Praise Him!
Praise Him! Praise Him!
Praise with us the God of grace!
[Written in 1834]
In this time of silent prayer let us pray for those who are lonely. There must be many people within two miles of this building who either live on their own with no nearby relatives or
friends or live with others but lead virtually separate lives.
May God use us to encourage and comfort.
Warwickshire County Council has 57 councillors - 13 covering Nuneaton and Bedworth. Jeff Clarke and Keith Kondakor
represent our patch. May they have a positive influence here!

Many older teenagers will have a lot of ‘free’ time on their
hands in the coming weeks. Pray for them.
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
Hallowed be Thy Name
Thy Kingdom come,
Thy Will be done
On earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread
And forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive those who trespass against us
And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,
for ever and ever.
Amen.
John Reeve’s Story

