9th September 18
Finding God’s will
Remember, this is about a relationship, a covenant, not laws and contract. There is some
overlap here.
Three types of rules:
Individual guidance
Standing orders
God’s aspirations
God’s aspirations
2 Peter 3:9-10
The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not
wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance.
10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a roar,
and the heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done
on it will be exposed. ESV
1 Tim 2:1-6
First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all
people,
2 for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and
dignified in every way.
3 This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior,
4 who desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.
5 For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus,
6 who gave himself as a ransom for all, which is the testimony given at the proper time. ESV

These, and others, are God’s aspirations.
Leave him to it.
You tell your children “Your mother said” and “I know best”
Let God say that to you.

Trust him
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God is love. God is just. What more do you need.

Individual guidance
Acts 16:7-10
And when they had come up to Mysia, they attempted to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus did
not allow them.
8 So, passing by Mysia, they went down to Troas.
9 And a vision appeared to Paul in the night: a man of Macedonia was standing there, urging him
and saying, "Come over to Macedonia and help us."
10 And when Paul had seen the vision, immediately we sought to go on into Macedonia, concluding
that God had called us to preach the gospel to them. ESV

Acts 19:11-12
11 And God was doing extraordinary miracles by the hands of Paul,
12 so that even handkerchiefs or aprons that had touched his skin were carried away to the sick,
and their diseases left them and the evil spirits came out of them. ESV

Standing Orders
Ten Commandments
Mic 6:8
He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and
to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? ESV

Three ways of God speaking.
Science
Rom 1:19-23
For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to them.
20 For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly
perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been made. So they are
without excuse.
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21 For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they
became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened.
22 Claiming to be wise, they became fools,
23 and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man and birds and
animals and reptiles. ESV
Job 38:1-13 (-41)
38 Then the Lord answered Job out of the whirlwind and said:
2 "Who is this that darkens counsel by words without knowledge?
3 Dress for action like a man; I will question you, and you make it known to me.
4 "Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth? Tell me, if you have understanding.
5 Who determined its measurements—surely you know! Or who stretched the line upon it?
6 On what were its bases sunk, or who laid its cornerstone,
7 when the morning stars sang together and all the sons of God shouted for joy?
8 "Or who shut in the sea with doors when it burst out from the womb,
9 when I made clouds its garment and thick darkness its swaddling band,
10 and prescribed limits for it and set bars and doors,
11 and said, 'Thus far shall you come, and no farther, and here shall your proud waves be stayed'?
12 "Have you commanded the morning since your days began, and caused the dawn to know its
place,
13 that it might take hold of the skirts of the earth, and the wicked be shaken out of it? ESV

The Spirit
2 Cor 3:12-18
Since we have such a hope, we are very bold,
13 not like Moses, who would put a veil over his face so that the Israelites might not gaze at the
outcome of what was being brought to an end.
14 But their minds were hardened. For to this day, when they read the old covenant, that same veil
remains unlifted, because only through Christ is it taken away.
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15 Yes, to this day whenever Moses is read a veil lies over their hearts.
16 But when one turns to the Lord, the veil is removed.
17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.
18 And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the
same image from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit. ESV

Gal 5:17-26
For the desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are against the flesh,
for these are opposed to each other, to keep you from doing the things you want to do.
18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law.
19 Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual immorality, impurity, sensuality,
20 idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions,
21 envy, drunkenness, orgies, and things like these. I warn you, as I warned you before, that those
who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.
22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.
24 And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.
25 If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit.
26 Let us not become conceited, provoking one another, envying one another. ESV
Rom 8:13-17
3 For if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of
the body, you will live.
14 For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God.
15 For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit
of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, "Abba! Father!"
16 The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God,
17 and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him
in order that we may also be glorified with him. ESV

1 Kings 19:9-13
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9 There he came to a cave and lodged in it. And behold, the word of the Lord came to him, and he
said to him, "What are you doing here, Elijah?"
10 He said, "I have been very jealous for the Lord, the God of hosts. For the people of Israel have
forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword, and I,
even I only, am left, and they seek my life, to take it away."
11 And he said, "Go out and stand on the mount before the Lord." And behold, the Lord passed by,
and a great and strong wind tore the mountains and broke in pieces the rocks before the Lord, but
the Lord was not in the wind. And after the wind an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the
earthquake.
12 And after the earthquake a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire. And after the fire the sound of a
low whisper.
13 And when Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his cloak and went out and stood at the entrance
of the cave. And behold, there came a voice to him and said, "What are you doing here, Elijah?" ESV

The Scriptures
2 Tim 3:12-17
Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted,
13 while evil people and impostors will go on from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived.
14 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, knowing from whom
you learned it
15 and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings, which are able to
make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.
16 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and
for training in righteousness, ESV
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